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EXTENDING CONGRATULATIONS 
TO PATTI ALDERSON 

HON. JOHN A. BOEHNER 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 10, 2014 

Mr. BOEHNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and congratulate Patti Alderson, 
who is being honored on April 11, 2014, by 
the Boy Scouts of America Fort Hamilton Dis-
trict for her service to her community at the 
‘‘Do a Good Turn Daily’’ event. 

This recognition is awarded annually to an 
individual in the Butler County, Ohio, commu-
nity who has demonstrated outstanding char-
acter and commitment to others. As a mother, 
caregiver, volunteer, and fundraiser, Patti has 
dedicated her life to the service of her family, 
friends, community members, and those in 
need. 

In 1999, Patti led a group of women to es-
tablish The Community Foundation of West 
Chester/Liberty. At its founding, and in the fif-
teen intervening years, the Community Foun-
dation has sought to respond to the needs of 
the community and provide a vehicle for vol-
unteerism and philanthropy. Among its many 
initiatives, the Community Foundation has sent 
children to camp, established a high school- 
aged student philanthropy group, raised 
money for the local food pantry, and provided 
dental screenings to elementary-aged students 
in need. 

In 2010, seeking to help the local youth, 
Patti stepped in and led the initiative to estab-
lish a Boys and Girls Clubs of America in the 
townships of West Chester and Liberty, Ohio. 
With hard work and persistence, the Boys and 
Girls Club of West Chester/Liberty in 2013 be-
came the grateful recipient of a $750,000 
grant, allowing the center to become a reality. 
The Boys and Girls Club of West Chester/Lib-
erty opened in March of this year and will ini-
tially serve approximately 400 students. 

I am very proud to call Patti Alderson my 
good friend, and I extend my most sincere 
congratulations to her. Her drive is unparal-
leled; her devotion to serving others is both 
unwavering and inspiring. Each day, many 
lives are touched by the initiatives that are the 
outgrowth of Patti’s efforts. Thank you, Patti, 
for your passion and longstanding commitment 
to our community. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JAY REAVIS 

HON. TOM LATHAM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 10, 2014 

Mr. LATHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate and recognize Jay Reavis of In-
novative Captive Strategies in West Des 
Moines, Iowa, for being named a 2014 Forty 
Under 40 honoree by the award-winning cen-
tral Iowa publication, Business Record. 

Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify 
a standout group of young leaders in the 
Greater Des Moines area who are making an 
impact in their communities and their careers. 
Each year, forty up-and-coming community 
and business leaders under 40 years of age 
are selected for this prestigious distinction, 
which is based on a combined criteria of com-
munity involvement and success in their cho-
sen career field. The 2014 class of Forty 
Under 40 honorees join an impressive roster 
of nearly 600 business leaders and growing. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Jay in the United States 
Congress and it is with great pride that I rec-
ognize and applaud Mr. Reavis for utilizing his 
talents to better both his community and the 
great state of Iowa. I invite my colleagues in 
the House to join me in congratulating Jay on 
receiving this esteemed designation, thanking 
those at Business Record for their great work, 
and wishing each member of the 2014 Forty 
Under 40 class continued success. 

f 

CONGRATULATING MRS. LEONA 
DAYTON ON HER 100TH BIRTHDAY 

HON. K. MICHAEL CONAWAY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, April 10, 2014 

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Mrs. Leona Eunice Dayton on her 
100th birthday. It is an honor to have the op-
portunity to recognize the life of such a distin-
guished citizen. 

Mrs. Dayton, known to her family and 
friends as Bobby, was born on this day in 
1914 to Amos and Lelia Brewer in the small 
town of Erna, Texas. As a member of the 
‘‘Greatest Generation’’ she witnessed many 
historic events during the 20th century and 
played a part in making this nation great. 

Bobby married her high school sweetheart, 
Jack Cooper Dayton, and together they em-
bodied the entrepreneurial spirit that has de-
fined this country and its people since its in-
ception. With a little bit of luck and a lot of 
love and hard work, they began several small 
businesses, including the Dayton Oil Com-
pany, which they owned for over 30 years. 

Throughout her life, Bobby established her-
self as a pillar of the community in London, 
Texas where she devoted herself to the serv-
ice of others through Eastern Star and as 
Postmaster of the London Post Office. She 
could also often be seen at the London Meth-
odist Church teaching Sunday School or play-
ing piano for early morning services. 

Today, she continues her commitment to 
others by spending her days traveling, gar-
dening, and filling her house with love, laugh-
ter, and great food. The fruits of her life-long 
endeavors can be seen by the smiles on the 
faces of her children, five grandchildren, ten 
great grandchildren and four great-great 
grandchildren as they gather to celebrate this 
momentous occasion. 

We all, including my colleagues in the 
House, could learn a bit from Mrs. Dayton’s 
commitment to family, friends, and community. 
I am honored to have the opportunity to help 
celebrate this special day. Her accomplish-
ments throughout her life represent an impor-
tant part of the American story. Again, con-
gratulations to Leona Eunice Dayton and 
Happy 100th Birthday. 

f 

CONGRATULATING PAUL MONROE 

HON. JARED HUFFMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 10, 2014 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I want to offer 
my congratulations to Paul Monroe who, after 
43 years of dedicated service, will be retiring 
from Fireman’s Fund Insurance Company on 
Friday, April 11. 

Paul began his career at the Fireman’s 
Fund Houston office in 1971 as a loss control 
trainee, following his graduation with a degree 
in Aerospace Engineering from the University 
of Texas in Arlington. He subsequently be-
came the head of the Loss Control Depart-
ment in Houston before becoming trained in 
property casualty insurance sales and under-
writing. Over the years, he made a series of 
transitions and promotions within Fireman’s 
Fund, which included moves to San Antonio, 
Texas; Greensboro, North Carolina; and New 
York City. In 2002 he came to the Fireman’s 
Fund headquarters in Novato, California and 
in his latest job served as Assistant Vice 
President for Underwriting Quality. In this ca-
pacity, he and his team were instrumental in 
creating a number of systems designed to en-
hance and provide better consistency in the 
underwriting process. 

Successful people are typically character-
ized by their discipline and their desire to con-
stantly improve and Paul exemplifies these vir-
tues. He received his Masters in Mechanical 
Engineering at the University of Houston in 
1976 and while living in Greensboro, he ob-
tained his MBA. He has participated in several 
industry groups and has served as a Board 
Member of the Pennsylvania Joint Under-
writing Association since 2002. His hobbies in-
clude golf and running, and he has run seven 
Marathons, including five in New York City. He 
has been happily married to his wife Druella 
(Dru) for 42 years and they have two grown 
children, Jay and Molly. 

43 years is a long time and the world has 
changed significantly from when Paul first 
started. Paul Monroe’s career has spanned a 
remarkable period of time, and his dedication 
to Fireman’s Fund and his adherence to the 
finest virtues of solid character, integrity, 
mentorship and personal kindness is truly in-
spiring. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in offering my praise and congratulation to 
Paul Monroe, and extend our best wishes for 
a happy retirement to Paul and Dru as they 
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prepare for the next chapter of their life to-
gether. 

f 

IN SUPPORT OF THE UKRAINE, 
AZERBAIJAN, AND GEORGIA 

HON. FILEMON VELA 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 10, 2014 

Mr. VELA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to con-
demn the actions of Russia in the Crimean 
Peninsula. 

Now is the time for the United States to 
show our solidarity with former Soviet states 
such as Ukraine, Azerbaijan, and Georgia, 
while encouraging these nations to continue to 
institute democratic reforms and modernize 
their economies. 

Countries in the Caucus region such as 
Azerbaijan and Georgia are located at the 
crossroads of Western Asia and Eastern Eu-
rope—a strategic location for U.S. foreign pol-
icy objectives given that Russia is to the north 
and Iran is to the south. 

With the volatility and strategic importance 
of this region, the U.S. must continue to work 
with its allies such as Ukraine, Azerbaijan, and 
Georgia to ensure their sovereignty is pro-
tected, especially in light of Russia’s actions in 
the Crimean Peninsula. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank you for the opportunity 
to recognize the importance of our country’s 
relationship with Ukraine, Azerbaijan, and 
Georgia. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE WEEK OF THE 
YOUNG CHILD 

HON. KATHERINE M. CLARK 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 10, 2014 

Ms. CLARK of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise to commemorate the Week of the 
Young Child, which is celebrated this year 
from April 6 to April 12. I also rise to recognize 
the tireless work of the National Association 
for the Education of Young Children, which 
was instrumental in launching this week in 
1971, and which works every day to create a 
brighter future for our nation’s youngest learn-
ers. 

Mr. Speaker, the evidence is clear: strong 
investments in early education are vital to 
America’s future. Young children experience 
astonishing brain growth, forming more neural 
pathways from birth to age five than at any 
other point in their lives. Investment in this 
phase of life pays serious dividends—not just 
individually, but societally as well. Studies 
have consistently shown that each dollar in-
vested in quality preschool yields $7 over the 
life of a child; and the urgent need for support 
in this area has never been greater. 

Today, one in five American children begins 
their life in poverty. Among these children are 
the world’s future doctors, scientists, teachers, 
astronauts, CEOs, innovators and outstanding 
citizens. As we observe the Week of the 
Young Child, these facts should give reflective 
pause to every member of this House. If we 
fail to provide each American child with a fair 
opportunity to succeed, we as a society will 

fail to reach our full potential. The stakes are 
high, it is incumbent upon each of us to step 
up and do what’s unquestionably right for 
America’s future. 

I would also like to note that when paired 
with quality child care, early education yields 
immediate and long-term economic dividends. 
Too often, American parents are forced to 
choose between joining the workforce and en-
suring the healthy development of their child. 
The Child Care Development Block Grant re-
duces this gap by providing a modest subsidy 
to eligible working parents, allowing them to 
purchase quality child care for their children, 
join the work force, and contribute to our na-
tion’s economic prosperity. Last month, I was 
proud to lead 111 of my House colleagues in 
a letter to House Appropriators supporting this 
critical program. 

In today’s day in age, Mr. Speaker, I find it 
unacceptable that any child’s zip code would 
determine whether they, or their parents, have 
a fair chance to reach for the American 
Dream. I look forward to the day when true 
equality of access to early education is finally 
achieved, and I’m proud to stand with the Na-
tional Association for the Education of Young 
Children, as well as the Massachusetts Asso-
ciation for the Education of Young Children, in 
working to make this future a reality. 

f 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY MRS. 
MARGARITA MUÑOZ 

HON. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, April 10, 2014 

Ms. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to congratulate a life- 
long resident of my district on her upcoming 
centennial birthday. On April 11, 2014, Mrs. 
Margarita Muñoz will celebrate 100 years of 
life. 

Born in 1914, Margarita is the middle sibling 
to two older brothers and two younger sisters. 
When she was a young girl, Margarita’s family 
moved from Arizona to California in search of 
a better life and settled in downtown East Los 
Angeles. Margarita attended the local elemen-
tary and middle school with her brothers and 
sisters. She graduated from Lincoln High 
School in 1932 where she met her sweetheart, 
Augustine Muñoz. 

Margarita and Augustine married in 1935 
and gave birth to their first son, Charles, in 
1936. The young family was blessed with the 
birth of their second son, Robert, in 1937, 
daughter Dorothy in 1943, William and John in 
1944 and 1950, and daughter Carol in 1955. 
In 1955, Margarita and Augustine moved their 
growing family from East Los Angeles to the 
city of Montebello. The children attended 
Eastmont Elementary and Montebello Junior 
High and Montebello High School. For Mar-
garita and Augustine Muñoz, Montebello 
proved an ideal place to raise a family. 

In 1964, Margarita’s husband passed away 
from a sudden heart attack and was left to 
raise their children on her own. During this dif-
ficult time, Margarita demonstrated tremen-
dous work ethic and resiliency; despite tre-
mendous adversity, she succeeded in pro-
viding for her children and giving them a home 
in which to flourish. 

Margarita’s life revolved around her children. 
She dedicated herself to giving them the best 

upbringing possible and made sure to instill in 
them strong values. With her support and 
guidance, all of Margarita’s children went on to 
be successful members of their community; 
among many impressive achievements, two of 
her children earned their masters degrees. 

Today, Margarita still lives in the same 
Montebello home where she and her family 
settled in 1955. She enjoys knitting, cro-
cheting, gardening, and of course seeing her 
family, which has grown quite a bit since 
1935. At family celebrations and holidays she 
has the joy of spending time with her 18 
grandchildren, numerous great grandchildren 
and great, great grandchildren. 

Mr. Speaker, Margarita Muñoz represents 
the best in our community. Margarita exempli-
fies the true meaning of family, and her com-
munity is grateful to have such a role model 
of commitment and dedication. I respectfully 
ask that you and my other distinguished col-
leagues join me in wishing Margarita a very 
happy 100th birthday. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JC RISEWICK 

HON. TOM LATHAM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 10, 2014 

Mr. LATHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate and recognize JC Risewick of 
Seneca Companies in Des Moines, Iowa, for 
being named a 2014 Forty Under 40 honoree 
by the award-winning central Iowa publication, 
Business Record. 

Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify 
a standout group of young leaders in the 
Greater Des Moines area who are making an 
impact in their communities and their careers. 
Each year, forty up-and-coming community 
and business leaders under 40 years of age 
are selected for this prestigious distinction, 
which is based on a combined criteria of com-
munity involvement and success in their cho-
sen career field. The 2014 class of Forty 
Under 40 honorees join an impressive roster 
of nearly 600 business leaders and growing. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like JC in the United States 
Congress and it is with great pride that I rec-
ognize and applaud Mr. Risewick for utilizing 
his talents to better both his community and 
the great state of Iowa. I invite my colleagues 
in the House to join me in congratulating JC 
on receiving this esteemed designation, thank-
ing those at Business Record for their great 
work, and wishing each member of the 2014 
Forty Under 40 class continued success. 

f 

HONORING THE CAREER AND 
SERVICE OF DR. KULWANT S. 
BHANGOO 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 10, 2014 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize a respected member of my Western New 
York community, Dr. Kulwant S. Bhangoo. 
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